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LEARNING   TO   THINK
The foundation of effective reasoning is accurate ideas of
things and their relationships derived from firsthand experi-
ences. Visiting the market, the seashore, and the post office;
handling, tasting, and smelling, — all these experiences and
many others supply the stuff with which to reason. Helping
children to discover similarities and differences and answer-
ing their why questions likewise help them to understand
antecedents and consequences of events.
The child's active work and play check the results of his
thinking. They give him irrefutable proof,of the soundness
or inadequacy o£ his conclusions. He may reason that two
chairs placed side by side will help him to reach the top of
his playhouse better than a single chair, but when he places
the chairs thus he finds that he is no higher than before.
He has tested ,his reasoning and found it fallacious.
Too much assistance interferes with a child's learning to
think. He will have no incentive to reason if his daily
problems are solved for him. Accordingly, when he *'strikes
a snag," he should be left alone to devise some means of
finding a way out for himself. The person who says, "Here
are your blocks, Billy. Now build me a nice tower" is
depriving the child of the opportunity to make his own
plans and to decide which materials and methods he will
need in carrying them out.	»
Reasoning ability is of many degrees of difficulty.   Some

